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From Mario Batali, superstar chef and author of Molto Italiano and Italian Grill, comes an eating tour

throughout Spain with his friend Gwyneth Paltrow.Spain...A Culinary Road Trip is the companion

book to the prime-time public television series Spain...On The Road Again. The premise is simple:

Mario Batali and Mark Bittman are single-minded, food-obsessed friends who are constantly on the

lookout for the food, wine, and cooking that is unique to Spainâ€”and in this series they will find it.

Gwyneth Paltrow and the Spanish actress Claudia Bassols are eager to enjoy all the pleasures the

country has to offer, and each pair will be lured into the worlds of the other. The foursome take the

ultimate road trip adventure, showcasing the pleasures of Spain, the country's regional cuisine, art,

history, and culture, as they've never been seen before. Hundreds of gorgeous and candid photos,

anecdotes, and more than seventy recipes from Mario appear in this scrapbook of the dream

vacation through Spain.
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I have to admit my purchase of this book had less to so with the presence of Mario Batali and

Gwyneth Paltrow on the cover than the appetizing recipe for slow-roasted chicken on page 245. A

quarter-pound of diced pancetta, a quarter-pound of diced pork sausage, two cups of chicken stock

and one big chicken...six hours in a pot in a low-heat oven, and you have slow-roasted chicken.

That's the kind of easy, rustic cooking that even I could execute. Even though Batali is known more

for his Italian roots, he is quick to point out in the book's introduction that his passion lies in Spanish



cuisine since he spent his formative years with his family traveling through the Iberian Peninsula.

His focus with this pleasing combination travel and cookbook is on the time-honored classic dishes

which rely on fresh ingredients more than fancy kitchen techniques. For an in-and-out cook like me,

that is the primary draw of this book.Beyond that, it is obviously a companion piece to PBS

travelogue series, Spain... On The Road Again, currently running on PBS of which I have watched

only a couple of episodes. While the program is predictably picturesque and oriented to the food

they eat, it also meanders quite a bit in following an affable celebrity quartet traipsing all over the

country in a semi-reality show format. Batali and Paltrow, already an odd pair, are joined by New

York Times food writer Mark Bittman and Catalonian actress Claudia Bassols. Their chemistry

wavers depending on how they are paired and what the setting is, for example, the sequence on the

Santiago de Campostela pilgrimage seemed endless.
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